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The Window Seat
BY LINDA

A

M. PAVONETTI

s I cozied up in my window seat this morning, I glimpsed a flash of cardinal against the snow and evergreens. With a blaze in the fireplace and mug of cocoa in hand, it's easy to proclaim my love of the season.
When I struggle with traffic, ice, and slush, it's not so simple to see the beauty of winter.

Winter semester encompasses numerous themes in addition to snowy weather. Consequently, the books included
in this issue have been chosen because of their relevancy to this time of year as well as their quality: books
about winter, books to share during Black History celebrations, and books relating to language arts programs.
Additionally, some of these are just good reads! I have included Michigan authors throughout, and informational
books are listed in the categories where they work best.
So grab some cocoa and popcorn, find a blanket or roaring fire, and enjoy a good book. Happy Reading!

Focus on Holidays, People, and Events
African American History
Bryan, Ashley. (2003). Beautiful Blackbird. New York: Simon &
Schuster/Atheneum Books for Young Readers. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-68984731-9 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Master storyteller Ashley Bryan has adapted and illustrated a marvelously humorous Zambian tale of black pride. "A long, long time
ago, the birds of Africa were all colors of the rainbow .... Back then,
though, birds had no marks of black on their feathers .... Blackbird
was the only bird who had it all." When ringdove asks who is the
most beautiful, all the birds sing out, "Blackbird stands out best of
all ... his feathers gleam all the colors in the sun." As is common
with the best literature, this tale offers several themes for classroom
discussion-at any time of the year. The text's lyrical refrains
invite listener participation and Bryan's collage illustrations-a new medium for him-demonstrate the breadth of his
artistic talents.

Myers, Walter Dean. (2003). Blues Journey. (Ill. C. Myers.)
New York: Holiday House. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-8234-1613-5
(Hardcover); $18.95.
Walter Dean and Christopher Myers, the father and son team
that produced award winners like Harlem (1997) and Monster
(1999) are back again in top form. Noting that classic blues
music is derived from the African pentatonic scale and
depends upon the audience for call and respond interaction,
Walter Dean Myers presents poems that emulate the blues'
form and structure. Christopher Myers 's intense, evocative
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illustrations in shades of blue, tan, and black echo the mood of the poems.
Myers ' introduction, glossary, and time line provide extensive information
for readers who are interested in learning more about the history of the
blues. The poetic form is relatively easy for students to replicate also .

Smothers, Ethel Footman. (2003). The Hard-Times Jar. (Ill. J.
Holyfield.) New York: Farrar Straus & Giroux. Unpaged;
ISBN: 0-374-32852-8 (Hardcover); $16.00.
Emma Turner is the daughter of poor migrant workers. Although
her family has barely enough to subsist, Emma longs to own a
real book. Consequently, she is amazed by her first classroom,
where the teacher and students are the color of buttermilk and
a whole library of real books awaits her. The author lives in
Grand Rapids.

J
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Vaughan, Marcia K. (2003). Up the Learning Tree. (Ill. D. Blanks.)
New York: Lee & Low Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 1-58430049-3 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Set in the pre-Civil War South, this is the story of a young slave
and a teacher who risk their lives to fulfill the boy's desire to
learn how to read.

Chinese New Year
Demi. (2003). Happy, Happy Chinese New Year! New York:
Random House/Crown. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-375-82642-4
(Hardcover); $8.95
Chinese New Year does not correspond with the first day of the western
New Year. Demi begins by explaining this fact and providing the rationale for a New Year that "celebrates the season for planting, as well
as all new beginnings." Page by page, young readers learn of ancient
traditions that include cooking, firecrackers, and sweet gifts. Each
double page spread in this diminutive introduction to Chinese customs is
luminous and vibrantly colorful. Miniature scenes impart hours of visual
pleasure as readers of all ages pour over the details Demi includes in
each panorama. Not only is this book culturally interesting as an introduction to the Chinese New Year, it is also a visually stunning addition
to any multicultural collection.

Presidents Day
Winters, Kay. (2003). Abe Lincoln: The Boy Who Loved Books. (Ill. N.
Carpenter.) New York: Simon & Schuster. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-68982554-4 (Hardcover); $16.95.
This biography of the 16th president focuses on his love of books and
learning. Told in verse, it is a good read aloud for Presidents' Day celebrations.
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Centennial of Manned Flight
Busby, Peter. (2002). First to Fly: How Wilbur & Orville Wright Invented the
Airplane. (Ill. D. Craig & J. McMaster.) New York: Random House/
Crown. 32 pp. 0-375-81287-3 (Hardcover), 0-375-91287-8 (Library);
$19.95.
Although this biography of Orville and Wilbur Wright is in picture storybook
format, it should not be limited to primary audiences. The text is dense,
advanced even for skilled intermediate readers. Accompanying
photographs and illustrations, sidebars, and schematics
provide information for curious readers. The author
includes a chronology, glossary, bibliography, photo
credits, and index. This is one of the best books celebrating the centennial of human flight.

Edwards, Pamela Duncan. (2003). The Wright Brothers.
(Ill. H. Cole.) New York: Hyperion Books for Children.
Unpaged; ISBN: 0-7868-1951-0 (Hardcover), 0-7868-26827 (Library); $15.99.
Edwards has utilized "The House that Jack Built" as
a basis for her cumulative verse describing the Wright
Brothers' historic flight at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina in
1Q03. Playful mice carry on a running commentary, making this :fictionalized version more appropriate for younger
audiences.

Yolen, Jane. (2003). My Brothers' Flying Machine: Wilbur,
Orville, and Me. (Ill. J. Burke.) New York: Little Brown.
Unpaged; ISBN: 0-316-97159-6 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Katharine Wright supported and encouraged her brothers while they worked
on their many inventions, yet she is seldom a central character in most
Orville and Wilbur Wright biographies. This poetic text provides a different
point of view-that of the younger sister who stayed in Ohio and managed
the bicycle shop for her brothers.

Picture Storybooks (Just Good Reads)
Gerstein, Mordicai. (2003). The Man Who Walked between the Towers.
Brookfield, CT: Roaring Brook Press. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-7613-1791-0
(Hardcover); $17.95.
Today, the World Trade Center towers' presence is a void in space for most
students. However, in 1974 the world watched as the twin towers rose
to a record-breaking height of 1,340 feet-the highest buildings in New
York City. This book explains how Philippe Petit planned and executed his
tightrope walk between the towers. Gerstein's art is so realistic and provides
such dizzying heights that I felt as if I were peering over the edge along with
the police who tried to force the young French aerialist down from his aerie
perch.
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Long, Melinda. (2003). How I Became a Pirate. (Ill. David Shannon.) San
Diego: Harcourt. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-15-201848-4 (Hardcover); $16.00.

Jeremy Jacob tries to warn his parents, but they are too busy to notice the
pirate ship belching out one of the most colorful crews ever assembled.
Braid Beard, the head pirate, accosts Jeremy and asks if they have landed
on the Spanish_Main. What he and his pirate crew discover, however, is that
Jeremy is a digger "and a good one to boot!" As Braid Beard hoists Jeremy
over his shoulder, the youngster calmly declares that Mom and Dad wouldn't
mind, as long as he is "back in time for soccer practice." Jeremy discovers
all the secrets of pirate language, pirate manners, and other aspects of their
life-good and bad. David Shannon's illustrations complete this adventure to
perfection: I am convinced I smelled the pirates' rotten teeth and bad breath
as I flipped through the pages.

Novels
Cushman, Karen. (2003). Rodzina. New York: Clarion Books. 215pp.; ISBN:
0-618-13351-8 (Hardcover); $16.00.

Rodzina is a 12-year-old Polish American orphan who has enough self-pity to
make even the most desolate readers laugh at themselves as they chuckle over
her trials and tribulations. "I had no home anymore, except the Little Wanderers' Refuge, and they had sent me away to be sold as a slave. I knew that
because a kid on the street, Melvin, had told me ... Orphans never come to no
good end" (p. 4). There is a good end for Rodzina as well as the other orphans
on the train. As she finally disembarks, Rodzina realizes she is part of a family
again, a girl with a future, in a new community called Berkley, California.
Downer,Ann. (2003).Hatching Magic. New York: Simon& Schuster/AtheneumBooks
for Young Readers. 242 pp.; ISBN: 0-689-83400-4 (Hardcover); $16.95.

Eleven-year-old Theodora (aka Dodo) Oglethorpe has nothing to look forward to but an exceptionally boring summer. Her father ignores her pleas to
accompany him on a scientific expedition to Laos. Her best friends are gone
for the summer. And she's stuck in Boston-with nothing but her imagination and an artistic nanny. Enter Gideon and Wycca, a thirteenth-century
wizard and his pet wyvern who have literally slipped through a bolt-hole
into twenty-first century Boston. Throw in Merlin (Harvard professor and
wizard), Kobold (Gideon's evil twin brother), and KAZAM! what an adventure. Although Hatching Magic's plot includes a few too many coincidences,
most readers are willing to suspend their disbelief because this fantasy is an
exciting, funny, and thoroughly satisfying adventure.
Giff, Patricia Reilly. (2003). Maggie s Door. New York: Random House/Wendy
Lamb Books. 158 pp.; ISBN: 0-385-32658-0 (Hardcover); $15.95
Nary Ryans Song (2000) introduced readers to the hardships brought on
by the nineteenth century potato famine in Ireland. As various members of
her family departed for America, Nory remained behind. In this companion
volume, she has no choice but to emigrate. N ory and her neighbor and friend,
Sean, set out separately, hoping to reach a better life in America. Patricia
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Reilly Giff is a master of characterization and does not disappoint her loyal
readers here. The story is told alternately from Nory's then Sean's point of
view as they traverse Ireland then the Atlantic Ocean. This is a wonderful
book to read aloud in preparation for St. Patrick's Day; it helps to explain
why the Irish still look to the auld sod even though they left the Emerald Isle
generations ago.
Ritter, John H. (2003). The Boy Who Saved Baseball. New York: Philomel
Books. 216 pp.; ISBN: 0-399-23622-8 (Hardcover); $17.99.
Just as the legend of Maniac Magee (Spinelli, 1991) is indelibly inscribed in
readers' memories, so will history record the story of Dillontown and Cruz de
la Cruz, a "cyber-vato desperado" who "saved the holy game of baseball as
we know it" (p. 1). Told as a modern tall tale, the story begins as Cruz rides
into town, just days before the big little league showdown, with his laptop
in his saddlebags and a plan in his mind. As the non-introduction (because
everyone knows boys don't read introductions) titled "In the big inning"
relates, "no matter how weird and wild and tall the tale, no one, not even
Blackjack Buck himself, could've cooked up a mind-whacking brain-snapper as wild and woolbacious as what really happened" (p. 1). Can baseball
survive this tongue-in-cheek, wild and rollicking novel? Enjoy the fun and
leave all disbelief in your saddlebags, because you are in for a wildly imaginative trip.
Van Draanen, Wendelin. (2003). Swear to Howdy. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.
126 pp.; ISBN: 0-375-82505-3 (Hardcover); $15.95.
Rusty Cooper and Joey Banks are neighbors. Rusty has never experienced a
friend as daring and carefree so he's willing to "swear to howdy" that he'll
never squeal on his best friend. These two 13-year-old boys share a summer
of adventures as well as complaints about their older sisters. One of the boys'
practical jokes backfires, and they swear each other to secrecy, fearing prison
or worse-loss of their families' love. They remain silent, even as their secret
ruins their friendship. Just as in On My Honor (Bauer, 1986), the unintended
consequences of thoughtless actions are presented in shocking reality. This is
not a book I'd lightly recommend for readers I don't know, but it is a beautifully written novel of life, death, and friendship.

Illustrated Novels for Younger Readers
King-Smith, Dick. (2003). The Nine Lives of Aristotle. (Ill. B. Graham.)
Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. 75pp.; ISBN: 0-763-62260-5
(Hardcover); $14. 99.
When Aristotle, a little white kitten, moves to his new owner's house, his
mother doesn't tell him that cats have nine lives. She understands that he is
more adventuresome than his brothers and sisters and risks more than enough
to keep him in constant danger. Aristotle's new owner, Bella Donna, allows
him to explore her cottage from bottom to top-the very tippy top. "Then,
because he was curious, as all cats are, he scrambled up the chimney, looked
down, and wondered what the hole was for" (p. 12). After a puff of smoke
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erupts in his face, Aristotle uses up his first life by falling though the sooty
chimney. It is then that Bella Donna warns him that he only has eight more
lives if he wants to grow up. However, Aristotle is a curious cat and he finds
so many opportunities for risky adventures that he soon has only one life
left. Children will love reading about this feisty kitten and the obstacles he
encounters.

King-Smith, Dick. (2003). Clever Lollipop. (Ill. J. Barton.) Cambridge, MA:
Candlewick Press. 139 pp.; ISBN: 0-763-62174-9 (Hardcover); $15.99.
Clever Lollipop is a sequel to Lady Lollipop (2001 ), one of my favorite
illustrated chapter books for reading aloud or newly independent readers.
Lollipop is the clever pet pig of Princess Penelope. Johnny, royal pig-keeper
and Penelope's best friend, and the new court tutor Collie Cob conspire to
teach the stubborn princess to read, even though she's convinced that she
doesn't want to learn. Even Lollipop joins them in their lessons and produces
a surprise present for Penelope's birthday.

Poetry
Esbensen, Barbara Juster. (2003). Swing around the Sun: Poems. (Ill. C.
K. Chee, J. L. Porter, M. GrandPre and S. Gammell.) Minneapolis,
MN: Carolrhoda Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-87614-143-2 (Hardcover);
$16.95.
This is a collection of Barbara Juster Esbensen 's poems celebrating the
seasons, illustrated by four different Minnesota artists. Esbensen, who lived
and worked in Minnesota for most of her life, received the 1994 National
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Award for Excellence in Poetry for
Children for her aggregate body of work. Although these poems can be found
in other collections, this thematic anthology conveniently assembles them for
us, and the illustrations make each poem seem brand new. Be sure to
share Esbensen's lovely winter poems, just right for a snowy day.

Peters, Lisa Westberg. (2003). Earthshake: Poems from the Ground Up.
(Ill. C. Felstead.) New York: HarperCollins/Greenwillow Books.
32 pp.; ISBN: 0-06-029265-2 (Hardcover), 0-06-029266-0
(Library); $16.99.
Lisa Westberg Peters presents 22 poems relating to geology ~hat may
prove to the doubters among us that poetry can be discovered anywhere-even under a rock. "Instructions for the Earth's Dishwasher"
directs: "Please set the/continental plates/gently on the/continental
shelves. No jostling or scraping" (p. 8). Humor and serious science
combine with Cathie Felstead's frenetic watercolors for an aural
and visual treat that invites students create a personal ode to Mother
Earth. Peters' endnotes provide information about the earth's surface
and interior, types of rocks, and how volcanoes, glaciers, and erosion
modify the landscape.
sv
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Michigan Connection
Wheeler, Lisa. (2003). Old Cricket. (Ill. P. Goembel.) New York: Simon
& Schuster/Atheneum Books for Young Readers. Unpaged; ISBN:
0689845103(Hardcover); $16.95.
Cranky, crotchety, cantankerous (and lazy) Old Cricket
would rather sleep than fix the roof, so he tells his wife
"Consarn it! ... I woke with a creak in my knee, dear wife.
I can't be climbing rooftops today." His trip to the doctor
proves to be more trouble than he bargained for and when
he returns home, his wife is waiting with a ladder-and
"a crook in her finger as she pointed her clever husband
toward their sagging rooftop." This is a great read aloud that
will have listeners giggling and chiming in with the "crickcrick-cricks" as Old Cricket tries to avoid any and all work.
Wheeler is a Michigan author.
Other Michigan authors that I've included under different
headings include Lynne Rae Perkins and a second new
offering from Lisa Wheeler (Winter Wonderland), and Ethel
Footman Smothers (African American History).

Winter Wonderland
Beach, Judi K. (2003). Names for Snow. (Ill. L. Krupinski.) New York: Hyperion
Books For Children. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-7868-1937-5 (Hardcover);
$16.99.
A wonderful read aloud for the youngest audiences.
Perkins, Lynne Rae. (2003). Snow Music. New York: HarperCollins/
Greenwillow Books. Unpaged; ISBN:0-06-623956-7 (Hardcover), 006-623958-3 (Library); $15.99.
Rather than offering an exciting plot, Snow Music surrounds readers with the sounds of snow. The cover and final spread suggest
that the narrative emanates from a child's imagination: What
occurs inside this small glass dome-this snowy world-when
I shake it? A dog gets loose. A boy and his friend search. Deer,
squirrels, cars, trucks-what do they sound like in the snow? Free
flowing like a song, accompanied by pointillistic impressions that
evoke Monet's colors and themes, Perkins has captured the quiet
of a snowy morning. Perkins and her family live in northern
Michigan "where it snows all the time."
Wheeler, Lisa. (2003). Avalanche Annie: A Not-So-Tall Tale. (Ill.
K. Cyrus.) San Diego: Harcourt. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-15-216735-8
(Hardcover); $16.00.
This inventive tall tale begins "In northern Michisota, where the
wooly mooskins roam, below Mount Himalachia, Annie Halfpint
makes her home." Follow that with a snowshoe race and a wild
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avalanche ride for a story that could inspire students to create their own
original tall tales. Although she lives in the Detroit area, Wheeler weaves a
good yam about Michigan-Minnesota winters.

Language Arts Links
Cleary, Brian P. (2003). Dearly, Nearly, Insincerely: What is an Adverb? (Ill.
B. Gable.) Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 087614-924-7 (Library); $14.95.
Zany illustrations and rhyming text invite readers to learn more about adverbs
and their functions. This is the latest addition to the Words Are Categorical
series. The previous publications include: Hairyy Scary, Ordinary: What Is an
Adjective? (1999); A Mink, a Fink, a Skating Rink: What is a Noun? (2000);
To Root to Toot to Parachute: What Is a Verb? (2001); Under, Over, by the
Clover: What Is a Preposition? (2002)

B-y Doreen Cronin • Pictures b:r Harr;{ Bliss

Cronin, Doreen. (2003). Diary of a Worm. (Ill. H. Bliss.) New York:
HarperCollins/Joanna Cotler Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-06-000150-X
(Hardcover), 0-06-000151-8 (Library); $15.99.
Imagine endpapers that replicate a photo album-of the worm family. Allow
your imagination to surge forward: Junior's diary entries: "MARCH 20:
Never. bother Daddy when he's eating the newspaper." Doreen Cronin, author
of Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type (2000), introduces a young worm who
discovers, day by day, that there are some very good and some not so good
things about being a worm in this great big world.

French, Jackie. (2003). Diary ofa Wombat. (Ill. B. Whatley.) New York: Clarion
Books. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-618-38136-8 (Hardcover); $14.00.
"MONDAY: Morning: Slept. Afternoon: Slept. Evening: Ate grass.
Scratched. Night: Ate grass. Slept." Life was certainly boring for wombat
until he met his new human neighbors. In understated language and
simple illustrations reminiscent of Olivia (Falconer, 2000) and Gossie and
Gertie (Dunrea, 2002), French's story relies on Bruce Whatley's acrylic
illustrations to evoke the universal humor that will have listeners begging, "Read it again."

Leedy, Loreen. (2003). Theres a Frog in My Throat! 440 Animal Sayings
a Little Bird Told Me. (Ill. P. Street.) New York: Holiday House.
Unpaged; 0-8234-1774-3 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Pat Street's illustrative humor combines with Loreen Leedy's word play
to "kill two birds with one stone." The author introduces her concept
in a letter to the reader: "We love animal sayings! Sayings pack a lot
of meaning into a few words" (p. 2). Leedy continues to explain the
differences among simile, metaphor, idiom, and proverbs by providing
examples that make understanding-or even creating-new sayings
"as easy as duck soup." This is a great addition to any classroom, or as
Leedy and Street would say, "It's the bees knees!"
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Pattison, Darcy. (2003). The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman. (Ill. J. Cepeda.) San
Diego: Harcourt. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-15-202329-l(Hardcover); $16.00.
Would you like to infuse a bit of geography into your language arts lesson?
Oliver K. Woodman is just the man you need. Because Tameka's favorite uncle
can't visit her this summer, Oliver begins a cross-country journey instead. But
this is no ordinary plane or train trip. Oliver hitchhikes, and each person who
provides a ride also sends a postcard or letter chronicling his progress. After
reading this with your class, create your own Oliver K. Woodman adventure,
complete with illustrations and postcards-or compare Oliver's adventures with
Flat Stanley's (Jeff Brown, 1964).
Provensen, Alice. (2003). A Day in the Life of Murphy. New York: Simon &
Schuster. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-689-84884-6 (Hardcover); $16.95.
"Murphy-stop-that" is a terrier. Readers experience a day in his life as he eats
breakfast in the kitchen, hunts mice, and travels to the vet-"I think I may have
to throw up. Oh-oh, it's my turn." Caldecott winner Alice Provensen introduces
this dog-eye-view of the world that may inspire incipient authors and illustrators
to narrate their pet's day-from the pets perspective.
Pulver, Robin. (2003). Punctuation Takes a Vacation . (Ill. L. R. Reed.) New York:
Holiday House. Unpaged; ISBN: 0-8234-1687-9 (Hardcover); $16.59.
The punctuation marks in Mr. Wright's class were always well behaved, even though
they were erased, replaced, corrected, and ignored. But one day, when Mr. Wright
suggests that he and his students need a vacation from their lesson on commas, everyone
discovers how difficult life can be without those pesky punctuation marks.
Steinberg, Laya. (2003). Thesaurus Rex. (Ill. D. Harter.) Cambridge, MA:
Barefoot. Unpaged; ISBN: 1-84148-042-8 (Hardcover); $15.99.
How can you encourage students to find descriptive synonyms? Thesaurus
Rex can help. Each double page spread offers alternative language in rhyme:
"Thesaurus Rex starts his day: stretching, reaching, extending, bending.
Uh oh, his pants need mending!" The illustrations are clever, but
limit the audience to kindergarten and first-or possibly young
second-graders.
Thomson, Sarah L. (2003). Imagine a Night. (Ill. R. Gonsalves.)
New York: Simon & Schuster/Atheneum Books for Young Readers.
Unpaged; ISBN: 0-689-85218-5 (Hardcover); $16.95.
Reminiscent of Chris Van Allsburg's The Mysteries of Harris
Burdick (Houghton Mifflin, 1984), the illustrations in this book
can be used as story starters for intermediate and older students.
Weeks, Sarah. (2003). Two Eggs, Please. (Ill. B. Lewin.) New York:
Simon & Schuster/Atheneum Books for Young Readers. Unpaged;
ISBN: 0-689-83196-X (Hardcover); $15.95.
Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type
How many ways can you order two eggs? Sarah Weeks cleverly
demonstrates that everyone who enters a restaurant may want eggs,
but none will be satisfied by his neighbor's order. Betsy Lewin's watercolor illustrations infuse the late night denizens of this comer diner with personality galore as
everyone orders the same thing-"Two eggs, please."
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Michigan Reading Association Publications
BOOKMARKS

PUBLICATIONS

FLIPCHARTS

Content Area Bookmarks

A View Inside

The ABC's of Reading Strategies for Volunteers

Effective reading strategies at your fingertips - just tuck
these information-packed cards into your lesson plan
book for practical easy-to-use techniques. © I 99 J, 18
4x I J cards, K-12. $6.00

Come inside the schools and classrooms of eleven educators as they share their stories. Best practices are shared
for first grade classrooms through University teacher
education courses. These practices offer classroom-based
examples that enable all students to achieve Michigan's
ELA content standards. © 1999. $12.00

A quick "how-to" guide for volunteers and tutors. Designed for the layman, this flipchart offers a variety of
ideas to help your volunteers and tutors be more effective
and informed . $3.00

Linking - Developing Strategic Readers and
Writers in the Primary Classroom

A handy guide to the Michigan English Language Arts
Content Standards, adopted by the State Board of Education in July 1995, and the curriculum frameworks which
contain the standards. $3.00

Supplemental Strategies Content Area Bookmarks II
More learning and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate how to put
current research into instructional practice. © 1998, 16
4xl1 cards, K-12. $8.00

Special!
Content Area Bookmarks I & II
Set of each of the above strategies.

$12.00

Writing Bookmarks
Ideas for helping students effectively use the writing
process to produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education Early Literacy
Committee. © 1998, 27 4xll cards, K- 12. $8.00

New!
Literacy Connections - Effective Strategies that
Work Bookmarks
Help your students make connections in comprehension, metacognition/study skills, vocabulary, fluency
and word identification with these learning and thinking
bookmarks.
©2002, 33 4xll cards, K-12.

$9.00

Please send order form and payment to:
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Credit card orders may be faxed to (616) 647-9378

Link your classroom experiences to current research
and practice. Based on the work of Regie Routman and
Marie Clay, topics include developmental awareness and
strategies for reading and writing, plus advice on various
types of assessment. By Michigan Reading Recovery
Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff. © 1993, Revised 1998, 91
pages. $10.00

Kaleidoscope 2002
Outstanding student writing to share with your class! This
collection of more than I 00 prize winning writings by
Michigan's Young Authors can serve as models to motivate
your students. Recreated annually. $6.00

Writing to Learn Handbooks for Social Studies,
Science & Math
These new, teacher-friendly handbooks will prepare students for success on MEAP tests and more important! y, wi 11
improve thinking and learning in Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies. ©2001 . $12.00

~

'J

English Language Arts Content Standards and
Working Draft Benchmarks

What Do Parents Want to Know About Early
Literacy Programs?
Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise explanations
to common questions concerning early literacy programs.
Issues covered include components of a quality program,
phonics instruction, writing process, and invented spelling
along with practice tips on how parents can help their child
achieve success in school. By the Michigan Department of
Education Early Literacy Committee. © 1997. $2.00

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students Research
and Best Practice
Designed as a flipchart. research evidence is presented
along with implications for classroom application. Areas include the goals of reading, decoding, vocabulary.
comprehension, self concept, scaffolds, cooperative
grouping, authentic assessment, materials selection, and
family support. The Michigan definition of reading, a
glossary and an extensive bibliography are also included.
©2000. $3.00

MEAP: Preparation and Best Practices
Effective classroom practices to use with students while
preparing for the MEAP will be presented in this easy-tou e flipchart. Relevant for all subject areas, ten effective
classroom practices to use with all students will be shared
along with practices to avoid. $3.00
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